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L., a fifteen year old Hispanic female, received assistance from Love House Kid’s charity in the form of
psychotherapy, clothing, hygiene products, and activities shortly after being “kicked out” of her
grandmother’s home when she was nine.

L. has resided in several group homes and foster care facilities in Maricopa County. L.’s history of
misfortune began when she was a young child. Her biological father began sexually molesting her
shortly after her biological mother died of AIDS related complications. L.’s biological mother had a
history of drug abuse and prostitution.

L. has significant mental health problems. She suffers from depression which has emerged in the form
of cutting, suicidal threats, and eating disorders. She got involved with a gang at the age of 12 where she
was introduced to drug use and prostitution which later resulted in incarceration.

L.’s academic functioning has been negatively affected by her social history and it is unlikely that she
will graduate from high school.

The above is merely a brief glimpse into the life of a child in protective services. There are many
young boys and girls with similar stories. Imagine what goes on in their minds! Most of the children do
not know how to interact socially. The deficiency in social skill and self-control leads to multiple
placements in a home environment and disruption in their school settings. Eventually, most of the kids
end up on the streets where they run into gang activity. Gang activity often involves drugs, sex, and
money. It is a dangerous underground world where the children ‘ironically’ believe that they are being
“taken care of.”

Regarding L., she stated that she enjoyed jail because it brought a sense of certainty to her life and
she knew what to expect each day. Just imagine that.

L. disappeared when she ran away from a group home. Some say she went underground. Who
knows...

Now let’s listen to what happened to CJ. In fact, CJ is helping write this story. Where will she begin?
cl
SO HERE ALIL BIT OF MY HISTORY>>>>>>
<<<<FIRST OFF IAM NATIVE AMERICAN AND PROUD<<<<

WHEN | WAS A NEW BORN BABY MY FATHER WENT TO PRISON FOR ROBBERY AND ATTEMPTED
MURDER AND NEVER ACCEPTED ME AS HIS CHILD. MY MOTHER HAD A HISTORY OF ABUSE AND DRUG
ABUSE SO SHE PRETTY MUCH HAD MENTAL PROBLEMS. WHEN | WAS 3 MONTHS | WAS TAKEN AWAY
FROM MY MOTHER AND PLACED IN A FOSTER HOME. MY MOTHER DIDN’T GET ME BACK UNTIL | WAS
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ABOUT 4 YEARS OLD BUT I DID HAVE VISITS WITH HER. SHE GOT MARRIED AND MY STEP DAD AND |
DEVELOPED A REALLY GOOD FATHER AND DAUGHTER RELATIONSHIP. AT THE AGE OF 6 | WAS AGAIN
PLACED IN ANOTHER FOSTER HOME WITH A FAMILY MEMBER (MY UNCLE) BECAUSE MY MOTHER WAS
USING DRUGS. IN ABOUT A YEAR MY MOTHER AND STEP DAD WERE ABLE TO BRING ME HOME AGAIN.

ON MY 10™ BIRTHDAY MY FAMILY STARTED TO FALL APART RIGHT BEFORE MY EYES, MY STEP DAD HAD
A GAMBLING PROBLEM AND MY MOTHER STARTED TO USE DRUGS (METH). | WAS ALWAYS BEING LEFT
HOME ALONE AND FELT NEGLECTED. | FELL IN TO A DEEP DEPRESSION AND NEEDED PROFESSIONAL
HELP. MY MOTHER AND STEP DAD HAD TO TAKE ME TO THE HOSPITAL AND FROM THERE SOCIAL
SERVICES TOOK OVER. | WAS MOVED OFF THE RESERVATION AWAY FROM MY FAMILY TO TUCSON
ARIZONA. | RECEIVED THE MENTAL HELP | NEEDED IN A MENTAL HOSPITAL. 30 DAYS LATER | WAS
MOVED AND PLACED IN A GROUP HOME IN PHX AZ FOR ABOUT 2 AND HALF YEARS. DURING MY TIME
IN THE GROUP HOME | WAS IN AND OUT OF TROUBLE. WHEN | WAS 11 YEARS OLD | STARTED CUTTING
MY SELF AND THINKING ABOUT HURTING OTHER PEOPLE. WHEN | WAS 12 | BECAME A MULE FOR A
SOUTH SIDE GANG. | HAD TO CARRY DRUGS IN MY BACKPACK TO POINT A TO POINT B AND IF | DIDN'T |
WOULD GET BEAT. | HAD RULES TO GO BY AND IF | HAD 3 STRIKES | WOULD GET SHOT. DURING THAT
TIME | HAD AN UNEXPECTED VISIT FROM MY MOTHER AND STEP DAD (I HAD NOT SEEN THEM IN 2
YEARS) THEY HAD CAME TO BRING ME HOME. | WAS ANGRY AND CONFUSED WITH THEM BUT STILL
WENT HOME. BEING HOME WITH THEM WASN'T A GOOD THING MY MOTHER WAS USING DRUGS
STILLL AND MY STEP DAD WAS CHEATING ON HER. WHEN | TURNED 13 | FINALLY GOT TO MEET MY
REAL FATHER AND IT DIDN'T GO WELL BECAUSE HE TURNED OUT TO BE A PERV AND TRIED TO
SEXUALLY ABUSE ME. MY MOTHER INTRODUCED ME TO METH AND HEROIN WHEN | WAS 13 AND
BECAME ADDICTED. | HAD 1 OVERDOSE ON HEROIN AND 1 METH OVERDOSE. | STARTED SELLING
DRUGS TO HELP MY FAMILY WITH MONEY BECAUSE MY STEP DAD WAS OUT OF AJOB. WHEN | WAS 14
| GOT ARRESTED FOR ARSON AND AGAIN WENT TO A GROUP HOME IN PHX AZ. | STAYED THERE TILL |
TURNED 18.

MY EXPERIENCES IN THE GROUP HOMES WERE NOT GOOD. STAFF HAD POWERTRIPS. | WAS ONLY A
CLIENT. THAT MADE ME FEEL LIKE A PIECE OF SHIT.

LOVE HOUSE KIDS IS A GOOD PROGRAM. THROUGH THAT CHARITY, | WAS ABLE TO RECEIVE THERAPY. |
GOT TO TALK TO SOMEBODY AND FIGURE SOME STUFF OUT. | FIGURED OUT WHY | HAVE ANGER
PROBLEMS, DEPRESSION, AUTHORITY PROBLEMS, AND WHY | HATE MY FAMILY SO MUCH. | MET
MAUREEN WHEN WE HAD AN INTERN COME IN TO RUN THERAPY GROUPS. MAUREEN TOOK ME
SHOPPING FOR SHOES. SHE ALSO BOUGHT ME A MAKEUP KIT, TOOK ME OUT FOR LUNCH, AND LET ME
HELP WITH SOME OF HER REAL ESTATE STUFF SO | COULD DEVELOP JOB SKILLS. | THINK THAT WE
RECEIVED GIFTS DURING THE HOLIDAYS FROM THE CHARITY. MAUREEN WOULD GIVE US STUFF FOR
CHRISTMAS AND EASTER. THAT WAS GOOD BECAUSE WE NEVER GOT STUFF. IT WAS NICE TO KNOW
THAT SOMEBODY GAVE STUFF. | THINK THAT | WILL BE GETTING A COMPUTER SOON. | KNOW THAT |
HAVE TO DO SOMETHING LIKE SCHOOL OR WORK TO EARN THE COMPUTER, BUT I’'M REALLY LOOKING
FORWARD TO HAVING MY OWN COMPUTER. | PLAN TO USE THE COMPUTER FOR ONLINE GED CLASSES.
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| ALSO AM GOOD AT WEB DESIGN AND THINK THAT MORE PRACTICE MIGHT LEAD TO SOMETHING
GOOD FOR ME.



